* COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
nsmmmsm OF TRANSPORTATION

February 6, 2006

Flashmg or Revolving Lights on Emerg cytund Authorized Vehicles
Dear Mr. Kaufman:
| Bnclased please find a copy of comments recclved from Mlchael K DaIPezzo

EEnc Madden, Dﬂecter, Dep ent\of Transportatloi Policy Cfﬁce
w/o attachments
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Original: 2510

Mlchael K. DalPezzo

Januarys 2006

- Commonwes*
Raymond Rugh
Chief, Equ:pment‘ Dwis;gn Dept, of Trar -

FEB 0 3 2006 ;
Office of Chief Goun

Hamsburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Sir,
This correspondence is in response o the proposed changes to 67 CS 17%

So you can appremate my knowledge, tramlng and: expenence m thlS top ic, |
been used severa| hmes m court as an expert in thls area.

, dtization for
les. The use af green lights for Command has

been a national standard for over 20 years.

Under 173.3, Display Reqwrements (a) Color, (1) Chroma‘hcuty coordinates, the new
‘proposal must “meet or exceed” the standard. It is physically impossible to
exceed th standard

Under 173.3 Display Requnrements, (a) Color, (5) Yellowor amberhghts, ! strongiy suggest
the foliowing addition:

re Police ofﬂcers forcad to use thelr pnvately-owned vehlcles ln the
“of their ‘

= rgency vehic i e
vehlcle |s‘a ght vehicle, then the assembly shall be magnetlcally mounted and
shall n be visible or displayed unless activated ata stationary traffic-control point. -

ThIS device analogous 16 the arrow board, nd'is’ extremely seftd ‘as an‘aid for traffic
direction and control. It's bad enough that: Fire Departments generally refuse to provide
these volunteers with needed equnpment we should aﬂow them touse all of the tools of
their trade.
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Under 173 3 Dnsplay Reqmrements (a) Color (6) Whlta or clear llghts the proposal is to

combmati“ nred and blue llghts This sectlon does not lnclude preemptlve traffic
control devices.

[() When the light-bar assembly contains three ﬂashmg, revolving or oscillating
white or clea Mlghts‘ the center light must be mounted to flash white or clear light
only to the front.] :

The':(l) portmn of th;s secuon was reverse of most systems that use three clear. lights. In
V sections while the center rotates, Thus

trafflc from the rear nnly sees one Ilght the center one..

Under 173 3 Dlsplay Reqmrements (a) Color, (6) White or clear lights, (u) rear, thls
ubsection requires clear lights to be deactivated to the rear only when the vehicle
statlonary ‘The NFPA (fire) and KKK (ambulance) standards require ALL clear lights to be

deactivated when the vehlcle is parked. Police cars have no such restriction.

To reduce the,blmding effects of EVs parked w:th thelr wzg-wag headhghts and other clear

dlfflculty m “cyomplying. and numerous orgaf zatlons wculd be: reqmred to purchase and
install cut-outs (because the drivers cannot be relied upon to turn off their clear hghts)

‘Turning off excessive EV lights has been a staple in numerous highway incident safety
instructional programs. Perhaps the real solution would be to educate instead of legislate?
Clear lights mixed with red or red and blue would be more. visible —think of bright sunshine
on a high-speed freeway — the clear would make the EV more visible; therefore, safer.
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Under 173 3 Display Requirements, (a) Color, (8); Utllaty llghts the statement is that they
may not be used for emergency warning purposes. We're unsure what exactly this means,
as technology is beyond this. Forexample, fision lightbar used by the State Police
and hundreds of other police and fire departments uses the alley and take-down light -
modules to rotate, oscillate or flash. Whelen's Edge lightbar includes flashing alley lights
and flashing take-down lights. Numerous other manufacturers all have: optional flashing
alleys and take-downs.

What is the intent of this section — S|mp|y to leave the steady—bﬁ‘mgalleys and take-downs
off, but they're OK to flash? If that is the case, some clarification is needed.

Under“ﬂa 3~'Display?Requarements (d) Mountsng Location, (1) EmergencyVehlcles except

into reverse light modUleS?

The Flash-Back systems, which flash brake lights opposite back-up lights, all now include
diodes to prevent the vehicle from being taken out of gear (as was the famous situation
previously reported). Requiring diodes to be installed, to prevent this, could be mandated.

If the module ltself cannot be violated, why? I'd actually rather remove some reflective
surface from a back-up light than a brake light.

: ‘(v) FD Vehlcles may be mounte anly on the rear The ‘
I|c and need fort ‘clear In our FD we use a plck ‘
. mounted |n the Ilg ith hr‘
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Under 173.3 D:splay Requirements, (d) Mounting Location, Blue Light vehicles are
authorized vehicles in the sense that the Vehicle Code defmmon 'speaks of “special
equipment pnvn!eges however 67 CS 15, which lists the types of authorized vehicles does
not include blue hghts

To completely avoid this issue and controversy, the following should be added:
(5) Blue Light Vehicles - Flashing or revolving lights may be
permanently mounted on the vehicle or attached toa mounting device,
on the roof of the vehicle only. In the event that this does not provide
360 degree visibility, the vehicle may not be used to display. blue lights.

1 apprec:ate the cpportumty to put forth the aferementloned comments, | wishto
reiterate that 1 am willing to provide photos testim onyg, or just attend meetmgs to further
this Chapter. My home telephone is (717) 840-4807.

Sincerely,

Michael K. DalPezzo




