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Flashing or Revolving Lights on Emergency and Authorized Vehicles
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#you can a#l#c#e n# knowledge, gainingand experience in #is #0% I %ave
been used several tirnes in eoff as an # W 1 in this area. I'm f retired State Wolise
Sergeant, p j ^ n l i n ^
o n R # & # i # l k # M # j # # ^
I fornie/iy @M/ned a business tW # ld ihese prWf#!-#W h*^##rji!#(ing |## in this

that I will make.

#re#n # # # # # # ! # iartimand vihieles; The use of green lights for lorhniand hai
been a naionai slandari foriyer 20 years.

Under 173.| Qispiay Requirementpj #@) f fo r , f l} $hj$m#ti# # # # # $ , # new
proposal s # # ' # # # ' " r n e # #;excee# the standard, EisphysWly lmp##iW# to
exceed this standard.

Underi7K3#playRe#iremen%
# following a# i t i #
(ivj Mm P# i# officers forced to use tfifjr # i ^ | y ^ # # d veWieles In the
performance of their duties may be equipped with traffic control emergency
directional light assemblies. If the vehicle is not an emergency vehicle; that is, the
vehicle is a blue light vehicle, then the assembly shall be magnetically mounted and
shall not be visible or displayed unless activated at a stationary traffic-control point.

T H i $ # ^
direetipn«nd control It'sbadenough that Fire Deparirnents genera to provide
these volunteers with n#d@d equiprnent: we should allow them to use all of tHe|oc>ls ot
their trade.
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Under 173,3 Display Requirements, (a) qoior, # # i i t e or clear lights, the proposal is to
bethatone clear ligntIs prmitted, orthreef in a liihtbar. This allowance Seems todesire
to restrict EWfrorn blinding m^risis ̂  yiry laudable. However, with the (pltitude Of
possible configupationSi the restriction is in itself unworkable and yneifforceable.

For example, inmanysystems, mirrors arejijsed to re^##| i##or#rd, These mirrors do
tioieountasaddlte^^
where the actual '-rotator i | displayW tfiriu|h re | lerises^ but the mirrored portions are
clear, Therefore, the clear light^does not #%i##rth# p^fl^es Of cgdhting li|hts - an
enforcement hjghtfnare. I Wri#how#everai photographs of#iss&a#Tk#ho1# 1 # )

Due to the a#Gi##ed difficulties in enforcement and comgiance, it i su##sWth#*he

# # h & or clear lights, in addttlon to f||hing of revilviht ltd of combihalon
ried##GK# li|ht$, # emer|encj( vehicle may be equipped with a #@%ng
hea#a#^##Wm#nd#W^
white or clear Iphls^ except an #e%##y #M#le m# be #ui0^W # h a
lig#^#a#W#WtWhihWnomomW
#hitew##! ights| ] M noIlrfljg Tpy the^^iunibirMwriife«rclear light emitted,
including any light reflected from mirrors, exceed the number of red or
combination red and blue lights, this section does not include preemptive traffic
control devices,
[% When !he flptebar assembly contains three flas|ina fiyolyinS Or oscillating
# j t # or pita?lighti, the cen^r light rnust be mounted toiash white orolear light
only to # e front j

The (i) portion# #W se##h was rivtifiisof'rnost:;systpms that use three clear lights. In
these systems, two outer lightesweeplhro!^ Thus
trgficfmm the f i i rr only iees ont light, §e center one.

Under 173J i isf lay Re#mmen#L# dp|or, (f) Whiti or clear lights, <il> rear» this
subsection requires clear lights to be leacttvatid to # e riat ohly When the yehlcle is
#tiqnary. T r # # # # r # a W
deactivated when the vehicle is parkid, PoliOecars ha^f ho su#hresti#tion.

To reduce the bjihing erfe©^ of IVs parKed ̂ h fiiir^ig-wag headlights^and other clear
lights activated, this may be a good Idea to adopt. 0ldef lighting i p i m s will have
difficulty In complying, ah^ numerous organizations would be required to purchase and
install cut-outs (because the drivers cannot be relied upon to turn off their clear lints).

Turning off exeissive E / lights has been a staple in numerous highway incident safety
instructional programs. Perhaps the real solution would betoeduc|te ih^ead of legislate?
# {ear lights mixed with red or red and blue would be morevisible--think Of brigfht sunshine
on a high-speed freeway -the clear would make the EV rhore visible; therefore, safer.
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Wilder 175M Display Requirements,^} ©olor* (8|Utilify lignts, the#Wmm# # #at mey
may not be u ^ # e m j e i ^ n % # M 1 # # # # # . VVe're urtpMr&whatexaetly this means,
as technology is bqyond this. Forexample, the Wsioh l igh#r qsecl fey the St| t i Pf>iioe
and h0#reW# of other police and fire departments uses the alley and Wke^own^ light
modules to rota% osGiilate#r flash. VVhel|h;'s Edge lighter ihelw|ies flashing alley lights
and flashing <aK|-down ligihtev Numerous other manufacturers all have optlohal f W I W
alleys and takWowns,

V^al isth# intei^ff t h i s ^ c l p ^ ^
off, but thejfte <$K lo flash? If that is the caie, some ©lanffeation is nm$M,

Und#1734 RiSPlay Filflufeements, {$ Mouning Location,|1 j Emefgehcf Vehicles except

fn6UwW%WEBBi^ l# *&m^
#rhi#g;li#mt#"M;sh-#ci<"sysW^^

diodes to prevent^he vehicle from beinp taken out # # # r |as #as the faifiou# situatiori
preyiou#r#orjed), ##uiMngdiodes##^ couldbe mandated.

If the module itpeff canhot fee violated, why? I'd actually rather remove sornineflective
s u & # W m # back-up light #%h aAmke light.

Under %#DisplayReo^
poli# yehi##, thgne # i i no provision forthemounting locations required of NFP%#hd
# K 8&i)d*#^ (%f g ^ r ^ p ^ i r # ^ I ̂  # % # W # # # W \mhfeie&,
flashing lights on thefr<3nt of arrtbulance modules, etc, yetthesie ̂ fe hot locatjohsiliovyed.

(vi) At any other location f ® q u ^ Q r @ # # # # m e i i # ,

Under 173J Display Requirements, (d) Mounting LooatM, # f r#i#Cmtrol Emmrgemcy
pirectional Mghi ASsenibliea |v) FD Vehicles - may be mounted only on the rear, f i le
logic and need forfhis is uncliaf; Ih our PE), We use #' # k # 1h# ham the?G#LA
mounted in the Ijghtkaf. Ah old police car also used lor FireMi#^0i1thas #emount#d
on the inside rear d#& This CMuserhakejs both yehicles illegal, the clause was probably
designed for conventional Fire fruckSi but it does not specify that.

It is strongly suggested that |y) be deleted in its entirety.
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Under 1^33 Display Requirements, (d) Mounting Location, Blue Light vehicles are
authorizScf vehicles in the sense th#t the Vehiele iode definition speaks of "special
equipment privileges^ however©? &SM, which lists the types of authorized vehielesdoes
hot include blij i llgihts.

To completely avoiclthis issue and feohtrove^y, the#llowin# # i # l d be addefl̂
# Blue l ight y#Wi«sl©f - Flashing # retfpivirrg ligh# ityay be
permanently mounted on the vehicle or attached to a mounting device,
on t h i roof qf the vehicle #nly. In the eyentthatthi icloi i n##ovWe
360 degree visibility, the vehicle may not be used to display blue lights.

I appreciate the oppo#nityW I wish to
reiteratethat I am willing to provide photos, testi#ony, or Just attend meeting^ to further
thiSGhapter. M y # m e t # # h o n e i s # # # W o k

Sincerely,

Michael K. DalPezzo


